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HOUSE Identity: What’s In A Name?
[bookmark: _nj23sjpj5u97]HOUSE Identity: What’s In A Name?
[bookmark: _ml9asl4g9utg]Lesson Plan 1 for 9th grade, HOUSE
[bookmark: _qy0ehwns5zow]Prepared by Mrs. Brunelle
[bookmark: _yspy8tt3f0xe]OVERVIEW & PURPOSE
 This lesson focuses on what names are, why they are important to us and allows students to brainstorm as well as choose their HOUSE class name.
[bookmark: _y0cuu18h5pj0]EDUCATION STANDARDS
UNLOCK: O-Open to Collaboration
[bookmark: _g8bcyvyxrod6]OBJECTIVES
1. Students will be able to describe what their name means to them
2. Students will be able to choose one college name and explain why the name is significant to them
3. Students will be able to collaboratively brainstorm college names as a class
4. Students will be able to vote and choose their HOUSE college name
[bookmark: _kpsgsnhcj8ts]MATERIALS NEEDED
1. Name Handout (34)
2. Post-its (34)
3. White Board
[bookmark: _ybxw3flop3dy]VERIFICATION
Steps to check for student understanding
1. Fist of five
2. Small group check-in
3. Responses on post-its
4. Individual/partner/small group share-outs
[bookmark: _yl02p0ga8yxx]ACTIVITY
Describe activity that will reinforce the lesson
Part 1 – Think-Pair-Share (10-15 minutes) 
1. Ask the students as a group to take a minute to think about the following questions: 
• Who gave you your name? 
• Do you know why it was chosen to be your name? 
• What do you especially like about your name? 
• Do you have any nicknames that you like to be called?
 2. Students then pair up and take about five minutes per student to share their answers to the four questions with their partner. When both students have shared with one another, the whole group comes back together and each student introduces their partner and shares some highlights of what they learned about their partner’s name. 
Part 2 – Group Discussion (5-10 minutes)
 3. Following the think-pair-share activity, lead a group discussion using the following questions as prompts: 
• What did you learn about your classmates today that you didn’t know before? What were some similarities or differences in people’s answers to the questions? 
• Why do you think most people have a story about their own name and where it came from? 

4. Point out to students that even when we don’t know the exact history of our name, often we know at least some information about how or why it was chosen. Suggest to students that names are very important to people because often that is one of the first things people know about us, and it is something that stays with us our whole life.
Part 3 – College name reflection (5-10 minutes)
	5. Now encourage students to look at the list of college names and select 3 that they find themselves gravitating towards. Give them time to complete the question, “What about these college names made you circle them? (ie. reputation, sounds cool, you know someone who attended?)
	6. Allow students to share their responses in their small groups
Part 4- Brainstorm (5-10 minutes)
	7. Pass out post-its and have each student narrow their list of 3 college names to 1 college name. They should write this name on the post-it. Allow students to get up and place the post-it with their chosen college name on the board. 
	8. Select another student to group any post-its that have the same college name on it. 
	9. Have another student count how many “repeating names” there are and narrow your selection down to the 3 college names that had the most votes.
Part 5- Vote/Choose (5-10 minutes)
	10. Discuss the names of your selected colleges. Ask the class and cold call students to answer the following: What do we like/love about this name? What do we know about this college? Is this school well-rounded (arts, academics, sports emphasis)
	11. After the discussion, have students close their eyes and vote on which college they feel represents the personality of the HOUSE class and represents ALL students. Count votes and BOOM, you have a name! :)

Name_____________________________                                              Date______________________
[bookmark: _o2ba9f2hppdh]HOUSE Identity: What’s In A Name?
(Student Handout 1)
YOUR NAME
Directions: Answer the following questions about your name.
1.Who gave you your name? 

2.  Do you know why it was chosen to be your name? 

3.  What do you especially like about your name? 

4. Do you have any nicknames that you like to be called?
 	DISCUSS-
· What did you learn about your classmates today that you didn’t know before? What were some similarities or differences in people’s answers to the questions? 
· Why do you think most people have a story about their own name and where it came from?
COLLEGE NAME
Directions: On the back of this handout, circle or underline 3 universities you find yourself gravitating towards.
Reflection Question: What about these college names made you circle/underline them? (ie. reputation, sounds cool, you know someone who attended, etc.)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


HuffPost-The Top “99” Best And Most Collaborative U.S. Colleges
1. Harvard University                                                             
2. Stanford University
3. University of Michigan
4. Massachusetts Institute of Technology
5. Syracuse University
6. Indiana University – Bloomington
7. University of Texas – Austin
8. Princeton University
9. University of Florida
10. Yale University
11. University of Southern California
12. Marquette University
13. Ohio State University – Columbus
14. University of Pennsylvania
15. Pennsylvania State University – University Park
16. Boston College
17. Cornell University
18. University of Wisconsin – Madison
19. Columbia University
20. University of California-Los Angeles
21. University of Virginia
22. Georgetown University
23. Purdue University – West Lafayette
24. Texas A&M University – College Station
25. Johns Hopkins University
26. University of Notre Dame
27. Florida State University
28. Texas Christian University
29. Brown University
30. University of Washington
31. University of Missouri
32. Northwestern University
33. ‘Boston University
34. Miami University – Oxford
35. Georgia Institute of Technology
36. Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey
37. University of Miami
38. University of Chicago
39. Vanderbilt University
40. Michigan State University
41. University of Maryland – College Park
42. Dartmouth College
43. University of Iowa
44. Tufts University
45. Rice University
46. Brigham Young University – Provo
47. Southern Methodist University
48. University of Alabama
49. University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill
50. University of California – Davis
51. University of Connecticut
52. Iowa State University
53. University of Pittsburgh
54. Baylor University
55. Auburn University
56. Emory University
57. University of Denver
58. Binghamton University – SUNY
59. University of Rochester
60. University of California – San Diego
61. Tulane University
62. Clemson University
63. University of San Diego
64. University of Colorado – Boulder
65. Virginia Tech
66. University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
67. Carnegie Mellon University
68. College of William and Mary
69. University of Illinois – Urbana – Champaign
70. Stony Brook University – SUNY
71. Northeastern University
72. American University
73. American University
74. Duke University
75. University of California – Berkeley
76. University of Massachusetts – Amherst
77. University of Georgia
78. University of Delaware
79. University of California – Irvine
80. New York University
81. Washington University in St. Louis
82. University of Vermont
83. Lehigh University
84. Pepperdine University
85. University of California – Santa Cruz
86. Brandeis University
87. SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
88. Fordham University
89. Worcester Polytechnic Institute
90. Yeshiva University
91. University of Tulsa
92. St. Louis University
93. Drexel University
94. Case Western Reserve University
95. Clark University
96. Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
97. Stevens Institute of Technology
98. University of California – Santa Barbara
99. Colorado School of Mines
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